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Dream

BIG
 As the Dubai Expo 2020 begins to take shape, we reflect on how UAE 
Minister of State for International Cooperation and Managing Director 

of the Dubai Expo 2020 Bureau Her Excellency Reem Al Hashimy is 
influencing and guiding the UAE to truly inclusive global event

HER EXCELLENCY  REEM AL HASHIMY 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 

DUBAI  WORLD EXPO 2020
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n April this year, Luxembourg 
became the first nation to 
break ground for its pavilion 
at Expo 2020, the mega event 
at which Dubai is expecting 

to host 180 countries. Tagged with the simple 
but powerful phrase, “Connecting Minds, Cre-
ating the Future”, Dubai Expo 2020 will bring 
together people from all over the world for six 
months, to network and share ideas. 

According to official statistics, the event is 
expected to attract between 25-30 million vis-
itors to the UAE between October 2020 and 
April 2021. As MD of the operation, the strate-
gy Her Excellency is working to fulfil revolves 
around two main objectives: to stage an Expo 
that will inspire the world, and for the event to 
have a lasting legacy.

Her Excellency said. Backing this aim, she 
previously described the UAE as “a young, ca-
pable and dynamic country full of enthusiasm 
for the future and determination to succeed”. 
This statement is wholeheartedly supported by 
the creation of programs and initiatives to en-
courage the nation’s youth to participate in the 
preparations for Expo 2020.

A dedicated team called Youth Connect has 
been tasked with engaging young people across 
the UAE in the plans for the Expo. The aim is 

to empower young people by encouraging the 
sharing of innovative ideas that will change the 
landscape of the country now and in years to 
come.

“Nearly 30 per cent of the employees of Expo 
2020 are below the age of 30. We have a depart-
ment dedicated to youth affairs…and to promot-
ing Expo 2020 Dubai in schools and universities. 
Volunteering is another major part of Expo – and 
a major focus of our volunteer programme are 
young people,” HE Hashimi told the audience at 
the unveiling of the 10th ASDA’A Burson-Mars-
teller Arab Youth Survey in May. 

to all of the infrastructure and built-up as-
sets that are being put in place is really im-
portant,” Her Excellency said.

A 438-hectare site will transform into Dis-
trict 2020 – a place to work, play, live and 
learn. Plans show that the vibrant new des-
tination will feature academic institutions, 
event spaces, iconic landmarks and a science 
museum. Multiple global corporations are 
vying for office space, and residential com-
munities will be furnished with an enviable 
selection of hospitality and retail amenities.

In addition to guiding the UAE’s jour-
ney to Expo 2020, Her Excellency is chair 
of Dubai Cares, a children’s education 
charity established by HH Sheikh Moham-
med Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum in 2007. She 
also chairs the Emirates Competitiveness 
Council and the National Bureau of Sta-
tistics, and was formerly the Deputy Chief 
of Mission at the UAE’s embassy in Wash-
ington, DC, a pedigree that suggests she is 
perfectly placed to lead this epic journey 
toward Expo 2020. 

BEYOND 2020
The UAE is the first nation from the Middle 
East, Africa and South Asia region to host 
a World Expo, and there is a strong sense 
among locals and residents that the event 
belongs to each and every one of them. The 
site itself was strategically chosen for its 
proximity to some of the country’s most 
important gateways, at just a stone’s throw 
from Al Maktoum International Airport and 
Jebel Ali Port. 

Plans for the site post-2020 are as excit-

ing as the Expo itself. While the Expo Com-
mittee has called for patience while traffic 
increases and construction takes place, 
the resulting rewards promise great things: 
long-term job creation, economic growth 
and a thriving new district in the Dubai 
South area are hotly anticipated.

THE FUTURE IS OURS
“We’re building for 2025…2030…and what 
this part of the city is going to eventually 
look like. A sustainable long-term approach 
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From the beginning, we 
were determined to put 

youth at the heart of our 
plans

 
A sustainable long-

term approach to all of 
the infrastructure and 

built-up assets is really 
importants

WINNING BID 
The BIE general assembly in 
Paris awarded Dubai as the 2020 
host on 27 November 2013


