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Shiny Sharjah

Sharjah’s economy is driven by a variety of
sectors; tourism, retail, and leisure, all of which
play a significant role in Sharjah’s modernisa-
tion, a process in which the Alef Group has as-
sumed a principal role.

The O6 Mall came first, moving from the
planning stages in 2014, to construction in 2016
and then opening in 2018. Featuring reputed
brands from around the world, some of which
had never been seen in Sharjah before, the con-
cept was seen by some as slightly risky.

Perfect balance

“Any new venture involves some risk,” Issa ad-
mits. “It is human nature to be sceptical when
faced with the unknown, but we believed in the
vision of the late Sheikh Khalid Bin Sultan Al
Qasimi and hoped that what we were offering
would appeal to the people of Sharjah.”

The late Sheikh’s vision was validated. High
levels of disposable income coupled with an
exciting range of retail and leisure opportuni-
ties meant the mall did fantastic business in its
first years.

This initial success was stymied in 2020 due
to the coronavirus pandemic. Like other emir-
ates, Sharjah took a very serious approach to
lockdown enforcement. Police drones were
used to patrol Sharjah city and reprimand an-
yone infringing regulations. Naturally, all retail
was hit hard in the circumstances, however, the
o6-venture rebounded quickly once restric-
tions were lifted.

Nonetheless, the company is careful to guard
against complacency. Residual lockdown hab-
its continue to affect consumer behaviour. As a
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result, reassessment of the tenant mix at the 06
Mall is ongoing.

He explains: “We are always discussing these
things. At the moment we are looking to find
the perfect balance between entertainment
and retail. Online shopping is here to stay. In
fact, it is growing. Of course, we must account
for that.”

The 06 project’s success led to the ambitious
Al Mamsha undertaking. An Arabic word which
translates as “the walk,” mamsha is a concept
which fed into every aspect of the building’s
design. The vision was for a fully pedestri-
anised, integrated development situated above
avast underground car park and a great deal of
thought has gone into all aspects of the con-
struction.

“Temperature is always a bigissue here sowe
did a lot of work on temperature control and
building direction. We put a lot of emphasis on
this, and of course we did so with sustainability
inmind.”

Following the late Sheikh’s vision, delivery
of phase one has been gradual. Alongside that
came the launch of the luxurious Al Mamsha

It is human nature
to be sceptical when
jaced with the unknown

Seerah development, which features smart
homes and video conferencing hubs to cater
for the increase in post-Covid homeworking.
Seerah will also provide residents with an im-
pressive range of services and facilities, such
as swimming pools, football pitches, tennis
courts, parks, playgrounds, and of course, retail.

“We are a very human-centric company,”
Issa explains. “We are always focused on the
experience of the people. We don’t just want
to build more apartments. There are enough
of those already! We want our projects to be
something special.”

With real estate sector growth and economic
diversification baked into the future of Shar-
jah, plans for the Alef Group are wide ranging.
Counted among them is another new direction,
a villa project, aimed at providing more spa-
cious living and increased opportunities for
connecting to nature.

“These are the things we believe people are
looking for now.”

Working together

In order to deliver this project, to the highest
possible specifications, Alef Group has part-
nered with a renowned international archi-
tect. Details of this exciting venture remain a
secret at present but will be announced pub-
licly soon.

“We felt we needed some new input on this
one, some new thinking,” Issa adds. “You see,
we believe in construction and technology. As
the market evolves from the buyer’s side, the
products evolve. This evolution is very impor-
tant to us. Itis what we are all about.” @
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BUILDING TOMORROW.

THE WORLD’S
BEST OFFICE
PROJECT

The QFZA Business Innovation Park project
in Doha, Qatar has been recognized with
the Best Office Project in the prestigious
ENR 2021 Global Best Project Awards.

This project, for which Laceco was the Lead
Design Consultant, is at the heart of QFZ’s
world-class Ras Bufontas Economic Zone.
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